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Reminiscences of the Life of William and Debby 


Dewees. 
(Concluded from page 307). 

It being my aim to write only of that in 
which my mother’s feelings were especially 
enlisted, I may say that, by the fall of 1851, 
the health of our family being fairly good, my 
mother’s solicitude went out toward the dear 
ones bereft of a husband’s and father’s care with 
such strong desires to see them, that it was 
concluded to make the journey, and she, not 
liking to travel on the water, the writer took 
his team, and with a carriage, made the trip. 
My younger sister, mother and I gave room 
for some luggage. 1 cannot describe the scene 
of maternal affection on our arriving at the 
threshold of the lonely dwelling of the little 
party we had come so far to see. Of course 
the little ones knew us not. We received many 
expressions of sympathy from those that had 
known my brother. 

After a few days spent in doing what we 
could for the dear ones, we turned our faces 
homeward, and in due time arrived safely there, 
but not without some anxious times as we went 
East, in crossing the great Ohio River. The 
team not liking to go on the ferry-boat, a 
strong man took each by the bit, notwithstand- 
ing which, when they concluded to go, they 
sprang with great violence, and one fell broad- 
side on the apron, so called, and it appeared 
for an instant would go overboard, but regained 
his feet without anything being damaged, 
though my mother and sister were greatly 
agitated, and it was but reasonable that the 
young linesman felt nervous. On our return we 
got nicely over the great river at the same 
place, but as we ascended the long, steep hill, 
in which a narrow track was cut for wheeled 
vehicles, we met a great concourse of people, 
some in carriages, some on horses, others on 
foot, but my duty to keep to the right relieved 
me of all danger of being crowded off the pre- 
cipitous bank. 

Soon after beginning this ascent we met an 
officer, who bid me keep in my place, namely, 
to the right, and he believed no harm would 
be done, for he had bid the people to be civil. 
They had been up to the summit running 
horses. This was very exciting. 

In the early part of the year 1852 my mother 
enjoyed the privilege of being present at the 
marriage of one of her sons, which event seem- 
ed likely to relieve my mother, in part, of the 
domestic cares in which she had so long been 
interested, as it was expected that the newly 
married couple would, for a time at least, oc- 
cupy the old family home, as my interest was 
in it. My mother and unmarried sister, having 
a desire to spend some time with my married 
sister and husband, residing near Barnesville, 
in Belmont County, Ohio, went thither. My 
foster-sister still felt at home with us as much 
as suited her inclination. She married in a 
few months, but not keeping to the good order 
of the Society of Friends, had no entertain- 
ment with us. This was a grief to my mother. 
My younger brother took a term in the board- 
ing school, then at Mt. Pleasant, Ohio. The 
lesser boy, that has been noticed, was turned 
over to the care of the writer. 

My father’s estate not being settled and my 
brother being inclined to buy the realty, my 
mother and sister felt inclined to return to the 
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brother was not married, this seemed a rea- 
sonable conclusion, and not seeing it best for 
more than two families to settle on the estate 
of my father, wife and I decided on seeking 


a home west of the Mississippi River. 
was a grief to my mother. 

My brothers contracted with the appointed 
executor for the realty of my father’s estate, 
and entered upon their duty with ardent feel- 
ings, but the financial crisis of 1856 made it 
necessary for the property to go into other 
hands. This was a grief to my mother. Her 
interest, however, enabled her to buy a house 
and lot in the village of Chesterfield. My 
younger brother, having married, occupied 
rooms adjoining my mother and her unmarried 
daughter. My elder brother also procured a 
home not many doors from my mother. Here 
the three families lived in close proximity for 
several years, but my brothers felt the neces- 
sity of pursuing whatever reputable employ- 
ment might present, and for this cause were 
often out of reach of any meeting of Friends, 
and much exposed to adverse influences. This 
was a grief to my mother. 

When ourcountry was engaged in bloody 
conflict, the draft fell upon my elder brother. 
A military officer came and took him from his 
family and home. This again was a grief to 
my mother. But out of sorrow rejoicing came, 
for it soon reached my mother’s ears that her 
son stood firm for the principles of his educa- 
tion, which had long been the principles of his 
convictions. This was cause for rejoicing to 
her, though mingled with sorrow, for her son 
was in military care and under military con- 
trol. I know not whether corporal punishment 
was inflicted or not, but when, in conversation 
with my brother on the subject, he told me: 
“Tn last controversy with the chief officer, he 
turned from me, with this expression, ‘I wish 
to God that every man in the world thought as 
you do on this subject.’ ” 

One thing more presents to my memory, 
though not in place in point of time. In the 
fall of 1855 my eldest sister’s husband left his 
family and home, near Barnesville, Ohio, to 
attend the Yearly Meeting then at Mt. Pleas- 
ant, Ohio, with the prospect of homing with 
his mother, not far away. Here he became so 
violently ill as to be unable to return to his 
family. 

About the time my mother reached the per- 
iod in life of three-score and ten, a perceptible 
change took place in her eyesight, which ere 
long resulted in total blindness, that continued 
to the end of her long and useful life, which 
took place on the twenty-third of First Month, 
1871, at the age of eighty-two years. 

Let me here say that, owing to the great 
distance between my mother’s home and mine, 
I was with her but little for the last twenty 
years of her life, but my younger and unmar- 
ried sister, being her constant companion, kept 
me well informed of the piously resigned state 
of our mother’s mind. To this have been added 
many oral testimonies of those that knew her 
well and oft enjoyed her company. The inter- 
ment of my mother was made near the graves 
of my father and sister, in the cemetery be- 
longing to the Society of Friends at Chester- 
field, Morgan County, Ohio. 

Having now performed a long felt duty in 
bringing these sketches of two useful lives to 
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old family home. Inasmuch as my younger |@ close, this twelfth day of First Month, 1900, 
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my trust is that the evening sacrifice may be 

regarded as an acceptable offering by those 

that read. WILLIAM P. DEWEES. 
VIOLA, Iowa. 





EFFORTS OF A SON TO SEE HIS MOTHER. 


Appendix to the Sketches of William and Debby 
Dewees. 


It appears to have been about the twentieth 
of First Month, 1871, that the following dream 
took place, and is still fresh in the memory of 
the writer. In the quiet hours of the night it 
seemed as if some one lay a hand on my shoul- 
der to claim my attention, and then said if I 
wished to see my mother alive, there was no 
time to spare. I felt that I ought to go at 
once. I awoke, but the impression remained. 
“Start this day,” I informed my wife. She felt 
sympathy for me, and replied that, on her part, 
she could prepare for my starting that even- 
ing, but suggested that the mail might bring 
some word. In the afternoon a letter was hand- 
ed in that gave the same word, in effect, that 
I had dreamed of getting, the letter having 
been delayed. By the assistance of kind friends 
I reached the depot in time, but missing the 
fast train at my first change made my journey 
tedious, placing me at Barnesville, Ohio, in the 
evening instead of morning. All water craft 
were ice-bound, sleighing was good and snow 
falling fast. I went direct to a livery, and de- 
sired a man to take me to McConnellsville that 
evening (distant twenty-eight miles). He would 
not turn out short of ten dollars. This my 
slender purse could not afford. Being then 
vigorous and strong, with satchel in hand, I 
stepped off eight or ten miles that evening. 
Stopping at a public house that evening for 
entertainment, I informed my host of my wish 
to employ some one in the morning, though it 
were called the Sabbath-day, to take me to 
McConnellsville. He said he had a neighbor 
that did such jobs, and he would bring him in. 
The man, having come in, appeared willing to 
make a profit of my necessity, and said he must 
have five dollars. I told him that 1 got my 
money by my work, and that it would make me 
good wages to walk for one-half that sum. 
“ Well, well,” said he, “I'll take you for two 
dollars and fifty cents.” Though I liked not 
that way of dealing, I accepted the terms. The 
following morning being a pleasant one, an early 
start was made from the point designated in 
the contract. I had three or four miles to walk 
to reach the home of a cousin of mine. On 
reaching the threshold of her dwelling and 
making a signal for admittance, she came in 
person, and, on seeing me, exclaimed, with up- 
lifted hands, “ Here is Cousin William, come all 
the way from Iowa to see Aunt Debby (my 
mother), and she was buried the day before 
yesterday !” 

None, I trust, that have had to drink of such 
a cup of bitterness, will sneer at me when I 
acknowledge that a flood of tears flowed from 
my eyes. With the assistance of kind relatives 
I reached the late residence of my mother that 
evening. Here again tears flowed from my 
eyes, and were mingled with those of all my 
brothers and sisters then living. 

WILLIAM P. DEWEES. 

First Month 15th, 1900. 





AN obstinate man does not hold opinions, but 
they hold him.—Selected. 
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The Confessors of Peace.* 


Before referring to evidence of the fact that 
in the first three centuries of our era, not a 
few known as Christians were enrolled in the 
Roman armies, let us consider testimony to 
show that it was not merely aggressive warfare 
that was then declared unlawful, but likewise 
that warfare for self-defense which is now gen- 
erally looked upon as both allowable and praise- 
worthy. 

Irenzus, referring to the New Testament 
disallowance of retaliation, speaks of the Chris- 
tians of his day as “ now unaccustomed to fight- 
ing, but when smitten they offer also the other 
cheek.” He alludes to the prophecy concern- 
ing the inoffensiveness that should be seen in 
the Messiah toward his enemies, as having been 
“accomplished in the Lord’s person,” and adds 
that “the same is still true with regard to us, 
the body following the example of the Lord.” 

In Cyprian we find many confirmatory pas- 
sages, but a single one only will be cited, in 
which, speaking of the non-carnally equipped 
“soldiers of Christ,” he says: “They do not 
in turn assail their assailants, since it is not 
lawful for the innocent even to kill the guilty,” 
and again, (he is addressing Demetrianus, the 
Roman proconsul of Africa), in certifying to 
the willingness of Christians to await: the Di- 
vine amend for injuries, he continues: “For 
this reason it is that none of us, when he is 
apprehended, makes resistance, nor avenges 
himself against your unrighteous violence, al- 
though our people are numerous and powerful.” 

Tertullian, already quoted as testifying so 
fully against the military service, refers to the 
faithful as “yielding themselves up in their 
own places of duty with patience, rather than 
fighting in self-defense.” 

Lactantius,in delineating true bravery, shows 
how incumbent it is upon the follower of Christ 
not to answer reviling in similar manner, and 
when injured not retaliate in kind, that such a 
one should not merely not inflict injury, but he 
should not avenge it when inflicted on himself. 
A just man, after this order, he admits, may 
be an object of contempt, and, “because it 
will be thought that he is unable to defend him- 
self, he will be regarded as slothful and inac- 
tive,” the common estimate of one who avenged 
himself upon his enemy being that he is a man 
of spirit and activity. When it is remembered 
that Lactantius became preceptor to Crispus, 
the son of Constantine, called “the first Chris- 
tian emperor,” one isinclined to wonder whether 
percepts such as the above were imparted to 
the heir expectant, who, later, “earned his 
spurs” in the wars against the Franks, and 
eventually was put to death (A. D. 326) by his 
father’s order, upon what is alleged to have 
been a baseless accusation. 

According to Lactantius, who died in Gaul 
the year before his one-time pupil was be- 
headed, there had at that time been so great 
an increase in the standing army that there 
were not men enough left to till the ground, 
which was allowed to run wild ; and the army 


itself suffered in consequence, as the supply 
of provisions was inadequate to their demands. 
Arthur J. Mason, in his “ Persecution of Dio- 
cletian ” (A. D. 303) alluding to the growing 
wealth of the church, remarks,—“ The wealth 
which was now in her hands might well have 
excited the covetousness of a less honorable 
sovereign than Diocletian. Bishops, like Paul 
of Antioch, lived in greater state than Aurel- 
ian himself. According to Eusebius, even gov- 
ernors of provinces and great state officers 
were fain to court the good will and support 
of the prelates.” 

It was clearly a time of decadence in Church 
and State. Humility, simplicity, steadfastness, 
the non-resistant principle taught in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, were giving way before the 
inroads of riches and luxury on the part of ec- 
clesiastics to be presently followed by the un- 
seemly and unblessed union of Church and State. 

The persecuting edicts of Diocletian, we are 
told by Anthon, had been much mitigated by 
the forbearance and leniency of Constantius ; 
and Constantine not only followed his father’s 
example in being merciful to the persecuted 
Christians, but even showed them some marks 
of positive favor. Very considerable numbers 
of them, in consequence, flocked to his stand- 
ard, and swelled the ranks of his army. Their 
peaceful, orderly and faithful conduct, con- 
trasting most favorably with the turbulent and 
dissolute behavior of those who formed the mass 
of common armies, won his entire confidence. 
“To what extent,” cautiously remarks the au- 
thor above quoted, this satisfactory military 
accession “led Constantine to form a favorable 
opinion of Christianity, or inclined him to view 
with esteem and respect the tenets which pro- 
duced such results,cannot beascertained. How 
far his avowed reception of Christianity was 
influenced by the prudence of the politician, 
how far by the conviction of the convert, it is 
impossible to determine.” 

We may take it for granted, nevertheless, 
that Justin Martyr (2nd century), who, in his 
first Apology for the Christian religion, ad- 
dressed to the pacific emperor Antoninus Pius, 
so well appreciated the record of that sover- 
eign’s long reign undisturbed by any war,would 
not have rendered a like gracious tribute to 
the perpetually fighting Constantine, although 
the latter was known as “ Christian,” which 
Antonine was not. In the Edict of Milan (A. 
D. 312), promulgated by Constantine, he de- 
clares : “We have long seen that we have no 
business to refuse freedom of religion, and that 
to the judgment and desire of each individual 
man must be left the power of seeing to mat- 
ters of belief according to man’s own free 
will.” Yet this concession seems not to have 
been made because of the Emperor’s piety, for 
his acts were far from showing it ; but, rather, 
was declared at the dictate of state policy and 
expediency. A pagan he continued until his 
death in 337, although he permitted the rite 
of water baptism to be administered shortly 
before he passed away. 

It had now become notably easier for the 
professing Christian to enter the military ser- 
vice, seeing that the accommodating Emperor 
had altered the oath so that it read—“ By God, 
by Christ, and by the Holy Spirit, and by the 
majesty of the Emperor, which, next to God, 
is to be loved and honored by mankind.” Poor 
people, who thought that persecution for 


Christ’s sake had ceased and the Empire wag 
Christian! How little did most of them un- 
derstand that Constantine had brought Pagan. 
ism bodily forward, incorporated it—its cere- 
monies, superstitions, even its idolatries—into 
the Christian faith, whilst he himself retained 
the blasphemous title of Divinity and Pontifex 
Maximus which had been bestowed upon hig 
predecessors! JosIAH _W. LEEDs, 
SEAL, Pennsylvania. 































Singing Mice. 

A rare little singer is the musical mouse, 
but some people living at a hotel in southern 
France late last winter enjoyed such a treat 
for nearly a month. One day they heard, ag 
they supposed, the song of a canary outside 
the balcony, but search for the singer revealed 
a mouse in the room. The weather being cool, 
a small fire was kept, and the mouse stayed for 
most of the day under the fender, its friends 
feeding it with bits of biscuit. It became tame 
in a few days, and would sit on the hearth in 
the evening and sing for several hours. It was 
not disturbed by talking, and would sing on even 
when people came near. It was a tiny creature 
with large ears, which it kept in motion when 
singing. Its song resembled a canary’s, but 
was more varied and quite as sweet. It had 
also a double song, like a melody and its ac- 
companiment, which made some of the party 
think at first there must be two mice singing. 

France has by no means a monopoly of these 
singing rodents. A couple of musical mice are 
the pets of J. S. Chelton, of Woods Cross Roads, 
Va. He is the captain of the schooner Anna 
Loyd, and the first mouse was captured some 
months ago in the cabin of his vessel, while off 
Gloucester Point, Va. The little fellow was 
caged, and he sang merrily at all hours, his 
notes being somewhat like the subdued trill of 
a canary bird. A few days ago another mu- 
sical mouse was caught in the cabin by Captain 
Chelton, and is now a companion of the one 
previously captured. They keep up a lively 
concert at all hours of the night and day. 

And yet there are very few of these little 
animals—in fact, they are so scarce that they 
are regarded in the light of curious phenomena. 
Some time since a dentist at Santa Rosa, Cali- 
fornia, captured one, not knowing the talents 
it possessed. His attention was first attracted 
by what seemed to be the singing of a canary 
in the near neighborhood, and at the same time 
he noticed a little mouse that was in the habit 
of scampering around and across the office at 
all times of the day. For the sake of ladies ~ 
who came to the office he entrapped the social 
visitor, and, to his astonishment, found he had 
got the author of the music that had puzzled: 
him. It took the doctor some time to make 
sure that the little creature was the vocal artist, 
but he soon became convinced by the actions 
of the little animal while sending forth its 
notes. It would stand upon its hind legs and 
behave much like a canary. It was kept ina 
trap for more than a month, during which time 
it entertained many curious spectators with its 
songs, which differed somewhat from that of 
the feathered songsters, but had a great beauty 
of their own. When released from confinement, 
to the dentist’s surprise, the little musician 
returned to its cage again and again, and was 
for some time,a most agreeable guest.—(eo. 
B. Griffith in N. Y. Home Journal. 
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*This is No. 3 of a series of articles under the title 
given, which is being supplied by J. W. L. to the Christian 
Neighbor, that Methodist paper of Columbia, S. C., which 
has consistently and continuously upheld the testimony of 
peace since its establishment in 1867. The articles are 
designed to show that Christ’s testimony against war has 
been maintained from the time of the first disciples down 
to the present, notwithstanding that at times the right 
of it seemed to be on the verge of extinguishment. 
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Baptism. 


(Continued from page 310.) 


Paul said of his own commission, Christ sent 
him not to baptize but to preach 


Acs xii: 47 | the gospel; a light to the Gentiles, 
salvation to the ends of the earth and that the 








Rom. i: 16 


Rice | of God to the ends of the earth 
Luke xiii:3,5 | was essentially the same as that 
given to other apostles to preach among all 
nations repentance and remission of sin in his 
name with power from on high, for there can 
be no salvation without repentance and remis- 
sion of sin. 

Had our Saviour ordained water baptism to 
the end of the world, the four evangelists 
would all have known it and have testified to it 
as they and Peter all testify to Christ’s own 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. Paul would have 
known it and not have denied it. 
Peter would not have said, “ Christ 
sent us to preach to the people” without mak- 
ing any allusion to water baptism. The apos- 
tles could not have understood that Christ com- 
manded water baptism or prescribed any for- 
mula therefor, otherwise they would have used 
this formula or have referred to this command 
as authority for their subsequent water bap- 
tisms. 

But, so far as Scripture informs, the apostles 
never did baptize with water in the name of 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, nor ever refer to 
this command as authority for any water bap- 
tism. Some converts they baptized with water, 
some they did not. We have no record that 
any apostle but Paul was so baptized. Had it 
been essential or even important it would have 
been mentioned. 

Present zeal for water baptism is a parasite 
of later. growth. Sometimes they baptized in 
the name of Jesus, Lord or Christ, but never 
one word about the Father nor the Holy Spirit. 
Some baptized without formula or 
if they did use formula it was not 
regarded of sufficient importance to mention. 
com iv:2_|They baptized with water before 

Acts xix: ; | Christ gave the commission, and con- 
tinued to baptize in the same way after. Near 
thirty years after Christ some believers con- 
tinued to baptize without formula, and we don’t 
know how much longer it continued. The whole 
attitude of the apostles to water baptism is 
good proof that their authority did not orig- 
inate in Christ’s command. When was Christ’s 
command first quoted as authority for water 
baptism? Not in apostolic times, nor until long 
after. When did man first presume to baptize 
with water in the name of Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit? Not in the first century. “The 
Anti-Nicene Fathers” and “The teaching of 
the twelve apostles ” indicate the use of such 
formula in the fore part of the second century; 
yet the historian Schaff, who was familiar with 
all these records, says: This formula is not 
Vol. 1. P. 164 traceable in its present shape ear- 
: lier than the fourth century. Evi- 
dently the apostles baptized with water be- 
cause it was a conspicuous feature in the special 
mission of John the Baptist, as well as a Jewish 
rite in which they and their fathers had been 
educated. They had no thought of Christ’s 
command as authority. 
1Cor.i:17 | Paul said plainly that he had no such 


Acts x: 42 


Acts viii: 38 








gospel is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to all who believe. Paul’s com- 
mission for salvation, preaching by the power 














authority. Christ sent him“ not to baptize, but 
to preach the gospel.” Paul thanked God that 
he had baptized so few. He could 
not have spoken thus slightly of 
Christian baptism. It must have dawned upon 
him that in the fulness of the Christian dis- 
pensation there was no place for water bap- 
tism. Otherwise how could he thank God that 
he baptized so few? What dispenser of water 


1 Cor. i: 14 


baptism could give such thanks to-day? Paul 
Ace zvt 3 circumcised Timothy and perhaps 
1 Cor. i: 14,16 | Titus because of the Jews. Did he 
not baptize those few with water for the same 
specific purpose. Or did he not at first receive 
full light upon this subject? Some assume 
that Christ gave other apostles authority to 
baptize which did not extend to Paul. What 
groundless assumption — how preposterous! 
All Christ’s ministers to the end of the world 
commissioned to baptize with water, and Paul 
only rejected! This reflects unjustly upon 
Paul, the great apostle to us 
gentiles. It is a palpable eva- 
sion of the gospel truth, here and elsewhere 
inculcated, that Christ gave no commission to 
baptize with water. 
John i: 33 | John the Baptist was commissioned 
to baptize with water. 


Acts xiii: 46, 47 
Gal. ii: 7, 8 


Markiii:16 | The Holy Spirit once descended as 
Luke iii: 22 | John baptized with water. 
:Cor.i:17 | Christ commissioned his apostles 
Luke xxiv: 47 


to go preach the gospel. 

The Holy Spirit often de- 
scended as apostles preached 
the gospel. 

The apostles were never com- 
missioned to baptize with water. 

The Holy Spirit never de- 
scended as they did baptize with 
water. 

JOHN’S BAPTISM. 
John the Baptist was sent before Christ to 
Matt.xi: 10 | prepare the way before Him. 


Acts xi: I5, 16 

1 Peter i: 12 
1 Thes. i: 5 
1 Cor. i: 14 


See last article 


Mark i: 2 ° 
Luke iii: 4 John was a prophet of a dis- 
eka tice pensation previous to Christ. He 
aatel-se | | was in the desert until the days 


Mark ix: 4,8 | Of his showing unto Israel. In 
the vision he was with Moses on the Mount 
and they talked with Jesus. He with Moses 
vanished and left Jesus alone. 

John said: “ That He (Jesus), should be mani- 
fest unto Israel, therefore am I come 
baptizing with water.” John defines 
his commission as only to Israel, the Jews. 
His baptism was adapted to Jews, but not unto 
us, who according to Jewish classification are 
gentiles. Evidently John baptized Jews only and 
not gentiles. It was unlawful for Jews to keep 
Acts x: 28 | Company or come unto gentiles. The 
Johniv: 9 | woman of Samaria wondered that 
Jesus, a Jew, asked water of her a Samaritan, 
for Jews had no dealings with Samaritans. 
When Jews numbered the people they did not 
count the gentiles. So all Jeru- 
salem and Judea whom John bap- 
tized would not include the few gentiles who 
lived among the Jews. But few of those bap- 
tized by John appear to have become the dis- 
ciples of Christ. 


John i: 3t 








Matthew iii: 5 





Exodus xix: 3 By the law given through 
, Exodus xl: 32 | Moses Jews baptized with water. 
Sitch aen John was a man sent from God 

as to baptize Jews with water. But 





no one was ever sent to baptize us gentiles 
with water. 


Johniii: 30 








God sent his Son to baptize us 
with the Holy Spirit. 

All flesh, Jews and gentiles, are 
objects of this one baptism. 

John said: “There cometh one after me 
Mark i: 7 | Mightier than I. His shoe latchets 
Mark i: 8 | | am not worthy to unloose. I, indeed, 
have baptized you with water. But 
he shall baptize you with the Holy 


John i: 32, 34 

Joel ii: 28 
Acts ii: 16, 18 
Acts xi: 1, 18 


Johniii: 30 
Spirit.” 

And again: “ He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” 

Christ said “John truly baptized 
with water, but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

Peter quoted this saying of Christ and rec- 

Acts xi: 16 | Ognized this Holy Spirit baptism 
Acts ii: 16,18 | to be the same as that which the 
prophet Joel foretold should be poured out 
upon all flesh. 

Two baptisms are here contrasted by John, 
Christ, and Peter. Baptism of 
water must decrease with John and 
Judaism. Baptism of spirit must increase with 
Christ and Christianity. To whom can we turn 
with more confidence for knowledge about all 
baptisms ordained or intended for us than 
John i: 16,18 | unto John, whom we are told was 

Kasi. | Sent from God to administer one 
John vi: 26,33 | baptism and unto Christ who was 
the author of another baptism. Three times 
in eight verses John says his baptism is of 
water, thus distinguishing it from Christ’s 
baptism without water. They are both quoted 
as testifying to two dissimilar and distinct 
baptisms administered at different times, one 
with water and the other without water. 

Neither of them intimate that these two 
baptisms shall ever be united, but 
they do both plainly intimate that 
they shall not be united, and that the first shall 


Acts i: § 








John Iii: 30 





Acts i: § 








Matt. iii: 1: | pass away and the second remain. 
pu atk 8 | John said: “ He [Christ], shall bap- 
John i: 33 | tize you with the Holy Spirit.” But 


John never said that he shall baptize you with 
water, nor that any one else shall 
ever baptize you with water. Christ 
says: “Ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit,” but He never said ye shall be baptized 
with water, nor does he ever allude to water 
baptism except to minimize it. According to 
Peter’s interpretation of the 
prophet Joel all flesh, servants 
and handmaidens, sons and daughters, old and 
young, shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
But Joel never prophesied that they should be 
baptized with water. 

If in these gospel days we were to have 
been baptized with water, would not Joel have 
prophesied of water as well as of spirit. Would 
not our Saviour at some time have intimated 
water baptism should be continued. 

Would John when teaching that great multi- 


Acts i: 5 
Acts xi: 16 


Acts ii: 17, 18 
Joel ii: 28, 29 





Matt iii: 1: | tude of Jews on the banks of the 
Mark !:* | Jordan have impressed upon them 
John i: 26, 33 | that water baptism was only tran- 


sient, and that they would all need to be bap- 





Mark i: 8 tized again with the Holy Spirit. 
MMurk iva,” | John baptized his disciples with 
Johniv:2 | water. Christ called to his dis- 


ciples, “Follow Me.” Christ did not baptize 
with water. He is calling to-day, “Follow Me.” 
(To be continued.) 
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which they twirl the upright stick rapidly and 
hasten the fire-lighting. To us who have 
merely to strike a match under the mantel- 
piece, the value of fire is little appreciated, 
put suppose that we are caught in the wilder- 
ness Without a match, how would we go about 
lighting a fire to warm ourselves or cook our 


food ?— Washington Post. 
Concerning the Doukhobortsi. 


BY JOSEPH S. ELKINTON. 
Fourth Month 9th, 1900. 








During the past week communications simi- 
lar to those previously received have come to 
hand from different villages, in response to the 
addresses sent to them, expressing satisfaction 
in having been addressed, and appreciation of 
the subject-matter therein contained, together 
with the declaration of their trust in God and 
faith in our Lord and Saviour Jesug Christ. 
There is a cheerful tone and hopeful anticipa- 
tion evinced in the letters as to what the spring 
might do for them. The need of vegetables is 
felt, and there is pleading for assistance to buy 


more COWS. 


A visit has been made to some of the heads 
of departments at Ottawa, by which more in- 
formation was obtained of what had been really 
done through government officials, and of what 


might be expected through that channel. From 
the official reports there received, the Doukho- 
hobors are now busily engaged with their seed- 
ing, but their horses are reported in poor 
condition, and more work will, in consequence, 
have to be done by hand. The probabilities 
are that as much seed will be furnished as there 
will be ground prepared for. The railroad com- 
panies have all agreed to grant free transport- 
ation for seed requirements. 

In the Saskatchewan District over one thou- 
sand acres of land are reported as broken up. 
Both from the official reports and private let- 
ters the general health of the colonists appears 
to be quite as good as could reasonably be ex- 
pected, considering the privations to which 
they have been subjected, although evidences 
of the scurvy still exist, there being several 
cases of diseased feet and limbs, and sadly im- 
paired vision from sore eyes, and, as yet, not 
an entire exemption from the Cyprus or ma- 
larial fever. But it is admitted that the gene- 
tal health has been improving, and the death- 
rate not large. The exceptional mildness of 
the winter, the assistance received from the 
charitably disposed in the United States, and 
an approximate amount from other sources, 
independent of the bonus money of the Cana- 
dian Government and what was done prior to 
their arrival in Manitoba, Assiniboia and Sas- 
katchewan, has, with the Divine blessing, pre- 
served many from perishing. In an interview 
at Ottawa, last week, with the Controller of 
the Mounted Police of the Northwest Terri- 
tory, as also with the Superintendent of the 
Immigration Department, they were both asked 
if any more than two deaths had been reported 
that could directly be attributed to hunger or 
exposure, and they answered in the negative. 
The mounted police reported that, while the 
Doukhobors fed on common fare, such as shorts 
and what might be rejected by others, they 
were cheerful and happy, and the general feel- 
ing was they would prosper, but must be helped 
util they can get a crop. Considerable debt 

























has been incurred for flour. Numbers of them 
have, it is true, obtained what seemed to be 
good wages on the railroads, but the charges 
for provisions were out of proportion to their 
earnings. Necessity caused some of the women 
to go out in the distance to work, mothers, in 
divers instances, going out to save the expo- 
sure for their daughters, but the want of the 
language and other trials incident to a sepa- 
ration from their associations that were very 
dear to them, made it not only lonely and 
wearisome, but depressing, so the stay would 
be limited. 

I was assured that all goods that had been 
forwarded had reached the Doukhobortsi, and 
when they could not be hauled by their own 
teams the goods had been delivered to them. 
This statement, from the heads of the depart- 
ment and confirmed by Arthur St. John and 
Anna De Carouso, now in Philadelphia on their 
way to England, is particularly acceptable, as 
also the insight given of the help rendered in 
other ways by noble-hearted individuals that 
were supporting the efforts of officials. 

The acting Minister of the Interior, during 
the absence of the Minister, now in Europe, 
manifested a very kindly spirit. The Deputy 
Minister had not returned from a visit to 
Manitoba. He has taken a great interest in 
the cause. 

Professor Mavor, of Toronto, who seems to 
be well versed in political economy, granted 
an interview, and favored me with a relation 
of some of his Russian correspondence, and 
the interest of the Doukhobortsi seemed to be 
an object near his heart. He wrote a preface 
to the work of Vladimir Tchertkoff, giving a 
history of the Doukhobortsi, or Spirit Wres- 
tlers. On the whole there is great cause for 
gratitude that the hearts of those with whom 
the Doukhobortsi have had to do in the tran- 
sition from their native land to where they 
now are, have been, we may say, prepared of 
the Lord to do what could be done to give them 
a settlement and start, and the disposition to 
strengthen the hands of those upon whom the 
management devolves is also cause for thank- 
fulness, for their work is by no means light, 
and does need, with good statesmanship and 
heavenly wisdom, pecuniary aid. The women 
of Toronto and Montreal deserve credit for 
their endeavors to minister to the necessities 
of the colonists. Several hundred dollars have 
been lately sent for cows. Last year they con- 
tributed several hundred dollars for the same 
purpose, in addition to clothing, etc. A late 
donation of flax from England was particularly 
appropriate. But as cows can soon subsist on 
the grass of the field, those who feel like con- 
tributing for the purchase of cows, sheep and 
poultry, would indeed confer a great benefit, 
and might have satisfaction in the remem- 
brance of the words of Solomon: “He that 
hath pity on the poor lendeth to the Lord, and 
that which he hath given will He pay him 
again.” 


They say they would like to do some work for 
you in return for all these offerings. Robert 
and myself have taken great pleasure this win- 
ter in going about among them, trying to cheer 
them up. There has been sickness among them, 
I think owing to not having enough vegetables 
is the cause, as they break out in bad sores, 
and complain of headache and of rheumatism. 
The medicine that was left here has cured a 
number of them. We were delighted in having 
it for the poor creatures. Nothing gives us 
greater pleasure than doing what we can for 
them. 

“We still have Constant [a Doukhobor] 
working for us. He is a most trustworthy 
man. We would not like to part with him on 
any account. 

“Some of the Doukhobors six miles north of 
us are preparing to go to the Assiniboine River, 
as they say they cannot get water. The re- 
mainder of them seem very contented. The 
only trouble is they have very little ploughing 
done for grain and vegetables, but we sincerely 
hope they will prosper.” 





















































RECEIVING AS A LITTLE CHILD.—It is a known 
fact that children are guided by their intui- 
tions ; they see the realities around them, and 
know and believe them. They know and be- 
lieve that they are real beings ; this is a real 
world ; there is a God; there is right and 
wrong ; wrong deserves punishment. As they 
grow older they drift away from their intui- 
tions and depend more and more upon discur- 
sive reasoning, as their reason develops and 
becomes more and more into activity, and thus 
the door is thrown wide open for all kinds of 
errors. It is by matured and cultured men 
that opinions are formed and maintained, which 
are regarded by children as absurd and impos- 
sible. Idealism, agnosticism, scepticism, infi- 
delity, are not the product, nor the character- 
istic, of childhood. There isa second question 
for scientific investigation. Are not the re- 
plies of the younger children the pure ideas of 
childhood, and are they not, because intuitive, 
nearer the truth and more reliable than the 
first attempts of immature reason ; a power 
which in full maturity leads men so far astray, 
that professing themselves wise, they become 
fools and deny fundamental truths, which the 
little children know with intuitive vision?— W. 
H. Hodge. 


THINGS are very plain mostly when we get 
once a fair view of them. Usually, however, 
we come to this clear vision slowly. A man 
may ponder over some problem long and labori- 
ously without coming to the light. But by 
some slight circumstance the truth is made to 
flash upon him. Then he wonders how any man 
can fail to see as he does. Saul was in com- 
plete darkness till the light flashed upon him 
on the way to Damascus. When the scales fell 
from his eyes, thenceforward he gave himself 
no rest trying to convince others of the truth 
concerning Christ which he saw so clearly. We 
have need to exercise patience in teaching those 
who have not made the same discoveries of 
Truth we have. Remember how long we our- 
selves were blind, and to how many things we 
may be yet blind. Light is progressive even 
in those who are earnestly seeking for it. How 
much more slowly will those advance upon 
whom the light must be forced when there is 
no heart to it.—Christian Instructor. 








Extract from a letter to William B. Harvey, 
from the family of a rancher living near the 
Good Spirit Lake : 

“Scarcely a day passes but some of [the 
Doukhobors] come to our house, and are con- 
tinuously telling us to write and thank you all 
for your kindness in sending them so much 
provision, clothing, wool and garden seeds. 





